Entry Requirements




We offer a broad range of courses suitable
for all types of learners. The types of courses
offered include:

A Levels are one of the main routes to higher
education and university, although they are
also useful if you want to go straight into
employment. An A Level is a Level 3
qualification consisting of four modules
studied over two years. Most students study 3
A Levels.

Vocational courses focus on a specific
subject area, combining practical and
academic study. They are designed to give
students the knowledge and skills relevant to a
variety of jobs or may offer specialist
qualifications for a particular industry sector.
They can also be a route to higher education.

Entry

Requirements

A Level Programme Entry
Requirements - 2026 Entry

Minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 5 or
above including English Language or

Lit and Maths

The opportunity to study four Advanced Level
subjects will be offered to some particularly
well-qualified applicants, currently defined as
students who have achieved at least an
average grade 7 across their GCSE subjects.

Vocational and Applied Diploma Entry
Requirements - 2026 Entry

% Minimum of 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or
above including at least a grade 4 in
English Language and Literature and
Maths

% Merit at Level 2 in chosen area of
study if studied

A Level Courses

Additional Entry Requirements

Accountancy 7 in Maths

Biology 6 in GCSE Biology or 66 in GCSE Combined Science
Chemistry 6 in GCSE Chemistry or 66 in GCSE Combined Science
Economics 6 in a Humanities subject

English Literature

6 in GCSE English language or Lit

Film Studies 6 in a Humanities subject

Fine Art 6 in GCSE Art (if studied)

French 6 in GCSE French

Geography 6 in GCSE Geography

History 6 in GCSE History or a Humanities subject

Mathematics

7 in GCSE Maths

Mathematics (Further)

8 in GCSE Maths (can only be taken as a 4" subject)

Music

6 in GCSE Music or a grade 5 in instrument / voice

Physical Education

6 in GCSE PE if taken or performance in at least one sport from the OCR
approved list at club level or higher

Physics 6 in GCSE Physics or 66 in GCSE Combined Science
Politics 6 in a Humanities subject
Psychology 5 in a GCSE Science and 6 in GCSE English

Religious Studies

6is RS (if studied) or a 6 in an English or Humanities subject

Sociology

6 in a Humanities subject

Spanish

6 in GCSE Spanish

Theatre Studies

Alternative Academic

Qualifications

6 in GCSE Drama (if studied)

Course Type Additional Entry Requirements

Cambridge Advanced Nationals (AAQ)

Policing and Criminal Justice

Extended Certificate  none

Health and Social Care

Cambridge National none

Law

Extended Certificate 5 in a Humanities subject

Level 3 Travel and Tourism

Extended Certificate  none

Sport and Physical Activity

4 in GCSE PE or an equivalent (Level 2

Combridge Technical Pass in Cambridge Nationals)



Will | be able to do work experience
at Athena?

Yes, your tutor will help you to source high
quality work experience and help you to plan
it into your schedule effectively. This is all
tracked through Unifrog, allowing staff to fully
support students as they progress through their
Level 3 studies.

What sort of trips do you do?

We have foreign travel included as part of our
offer, trips to Iceland and Azores are currently
planned. We also have a range of subject
trips (from theatre trips in English to trips to the
Supreme Court for Criminology) as well as
trips o universities and local employer
workshops.

I don’t want to go to university, can |
still come to Athena?

Absolutely! We have been successful in
placing students in a range of futures ranging
from degrees in Oxford to apprenticeships at
local and national companies. Our futures
week (held in June) showcases opportunities
at university and for apprenticeships. We are
very proud that many of our former students
are now contributing positively to our local
community, having taken up high level
apprenticeships with local firms.

| want to do the Extended Project, do
you offer it?

Yes! We have many experienced staff and
deliver the EPQ in year 12 to students who
would like to do it.

In my lower school I had support from
the SEN department, will | still receive
this at Athena?

We are supported by an outstanding SEN
department so much of your support will
continue. Examples of this are things such as
support plans and access arrangements in
exams. We have a full time study manager
who is available all day to support you with
everything from organising your time, to
booking you some time in The Sanctuary to
liaising with your teachers for you.

| want to be treated like an adult, is
Athena the place for me?

Yes. We have a very different learning
environment to secondary school, with lessons
taking place in small seminar style rooms and
specialist A Level teaching spaces. Students
are allocated self-supported study time,
during which they are free to leave the site.
Some go to the gym or fo the town, while
some choose to remain in the Athena area
and study.

APPLY NOW




